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Essex Booktalk Group of the Year 

Fancy a visit by an up and coming author to your group meeting, a signed set of ten books or a VIP Essex Book Festival 2007 experience?  Then enter one of our three competitions which will run from 1st July to 31st December 2006 by doing what comes naturally: spreading the enjoyment of reading and encouraging others to join the library.

Essex Booktalk Group of the Year – Get Involved

Have you heard any good company reports recently?  We all know that companies measure success in terms of profit, but have you ever wondered how library success is measured?  In fact, one of our most important measures is membership numbers.

As a Booktalk group member, we know you are perfectly aware of the benefits of your library membership – whether you are in the mood for a bit of escapism, need some quality information, or fancy learning something new, and so we’d love you to help us encourage even more people to join their local library.  We all know libraries are great, and we hope that you will help us share that message with your friends and family.

And just to inject an element of fun, we thought we’d create not one, but three competitions over the next six months for our Booktalk groups.  

To enter the first of our competitions all you need to do is give each of your friends a voucher to hand in when they join the library.  Make sure the voucher has your group’s name on it.  The group that recruits the most members will be the winner.
To be the winner of our second competition your group needs to be the one that adds the most reviews to Ask Chris http://askchris.essexcc.gov.uk.
Make sure your group’s name is on each review it adds so that we can count the number of reviews by each group.

And finally….to become Essex Booktalk Group of the Year pick up an entry form from your local library and tell us how your group spreads the joy of reading.  

And in case you’re stuck for ideas here is what some Essex groups have been getting up to.   

Bishops Park Booktalk Group

When the new Bishops Park Library opened in 2005, the Jaywick Booktalk Group renamed itself and moved with the library to its new state of the art home which houses both the public and school libraries. They are probably the first to meet in a cyber café! 
Over the past year and a half they have become wonderful advocates for their new library and Essex Libraries as a whole.

During the Essex Book Festival, they co-hosted Barbara Erskine’s visit to Bishops Park Library.  As well as providing a veritable smorgasbord of refreshments and some witty and cheerful questions, they also cared for their visitors and showed off their new library with great pride - one member of the group enthusiastically explained to two visitors from Witham how the new self-service facility worked so that they could use it when it was unveiled at Witham Library.

Lady of Hay (AT) (pic) reviewed by Maureen Dunn, of Bishops Park Booktalk Group 
‘Set in 1986 and 1154 this is a story of hypnotic regression, seemingly out of control, with the past and present becoming entwined.
Given the deviousness and unpleasantness of the present world and the brutality of the past, I really think I prefer the latter!’

U3A Reading Group Supports Local Residential Home

Jonathan Gash visited Great Baddow Library as part of this year’s Essex Book Festival.  Tickets for his event were distributed to local residential and nursing homes and to enhance the enjoyment an activity was planned at Kingfisher Lodge residential home. 

The success of this activity can be very much attributed to the involvement of the local University of the 3rd Age Reading Group. They took along to the home one of Jonathan Gash’s famous Lovejoy books for the residents to read before the author’s talk.  Three members of the group gave very interesting talks covering: the synopsis of the plot, the likes and difficulties of the book with delightful extracts and suggestions on how to get the most out of reading it. The Kingfisher Lodge residents enjoyed meeting Jonathan Gash all the more!
Billericay Literary Society and Jean’s Group

Billericay Literary Society has hosted Essex Book Festival events for several years, providing wine and refreshments for the audience, chairing the event and looking after the author in style. This year, together with Jean’s Group, they read and reviewed 26A by Diana Evans on the BBC Essex Radio Dave Monk show before hosting the evening. They also provided invaluable reader feedback for the publisher Random House.
Clacton Booktalk & April Fools Booktalk Groups
The Clacton and April Fools Booktalk groups are library based groups.  They recently welcomed a reporter from the East Anglian Daily Times to a joint meeting. He was very impressed by the level of the discussion and how willing the members were to try new titles. The hospitality of the groups and their enthusiasm resulted in a great feature article encouraging others to get involved in the life of the Library and the world of reading.
Hooked On Books Booktalk Group

Hooked On Books from Wickham Bishops never turn down an opportunity to shout about their reading. 

They have become reading group media stars over the last few years. They were reviewers on  BBC1’s Pageturners where they cooked for Nigella Lawson, reviewed her book Feast and met presenter Jeremy Vine. They have become quite used to discussing books with Dave Monk: once at the 2005 Essex Book Festival launch broadcast and again on the reading group slot of his Tuesday morning show.

Hooked on Books are keen readers of writers in translation and the 2006 festival event Bloody Foreigners was presented in partnership with them. 
The group has also helped a reading group in a local residential home, Bourcherne, and last year the home was host to an Essex Book Festival event.
Manningtree Book Talk Group

Manningtree Booktalk Group meets in the evening at Manningtree Library and its members are great advocates for Essex Libraries.  

The group always takes a lively role in reading related events.  In 2005 they were closely involved in the Manningtree Reading Together event as part of the Manningtree Festival.  The library service organised a town wide read of Esther Freud’s The Sea House (LP) (pic)with the climax of the read being Esther’s visit to Manningtree Library.  
Here is their experience:
‘Inspired by Esther Freud’s The Sea House and the knowledge that it was set in Southwold, our Booktalk group embraced the opportunity to escape for the weekend and follow the trail of places mentioned in the book.  We chose a weekend of wonderful weather and the eight of us had a great time.  We identified the Sea House (this involved peering in windows of fortunately empty dwellings).  In fact windows proved to be a recurrent theme as Southwold has a number of empty cottages with “Peer in here” signs (aka For sale).  So successful was the weekend that all future books will have to be chosen on the basis of desirable location.’

Then in 2006, the group co-hosted the visit of Jill Dawson to Manningtree Library as part of the Essex Book Festival.  They not only supplied refreshments on the night, but also some very pertinent and thought provoking questions for what was a very challenging read.
Three of their members review:

Fred and Edie by Jill Dawson (LP, AT, ACD) (pic)
‘Poor Edie, never could face up to her responsibilities could she? A sad story about love gone tragically wrong - whose fault? - I couldn't lay blame on any of the characters. But have to agree with whoever called Edie a "silly, vain girl"’. 

‘The book was a good choice - it proved to be better than I had anticipated.’

‘She should have written a proper novel instead of using real people's lives and making spurious fiction out of them.’
Aurora Booktalk Group

The Aurora Booktalk Group which meets in Braintree is made up of past and present staff members from New Hall School.  The group uses the Essex Libraries’ Ask Chris web site to choose their books which often generate conflicts of opinion and heated discussions.  They spread the word about the books they read: they recently took the opportunity offered by Random House to read and discuss How to Be Lost (pic) by Amanda Eyre Ward  on the Dave Monk show. before its publication. Their feedback was greatly valued by the publishers.
Jenny commented: “I was slightly disappointed.  I wanted [the story] taken further.  But it is a book for anybody: my 24 year-old son and 79 year-old mother both loved it!”    

Ongar and Debden Booktalk Groups
Ongar has 5 book groups in Ongar and surrounding villages. 

One group contributes to the government fitness targets by walking the Essex countryside for a gentle ramble of 4 or 5 miles, and then all return to a pub for lunch and create a reading buzz there.
Back in the library they are keen to share their reads with the wider public so make available the books they have just read on a library dumpbin together with a group review, so everyone has a chance to read them and make up their own mind.

They have been “Reading Partners” working with publishers on the Vintage Classics promotion and a Faber poetry one too. One of the groups has shadowed the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize and was invited to the award ceremony in London, and they are always happy to read proof copies of any new fiction that comes their way!

Debden Library Booktalk Group produces a list of titles with star ratings, and this is added to their details on the Ask Chris site. It's great for summing up the reading year for everyone, and giving a flavour of the sort of books your group enjoys - or possibly regrets. 
Fyfield Bookcircle

Fyfield Bookcircle share their reading passion with their teenage daughters.  Back in September 2005, they joined the growing number of reading groups who regularly share what they are doing and the books they are enjoying with other Essex readers through Booktalk magazine.  They told us how teenage titles such as Holes by Louis Sachar and the first book in The Edge Chronicle by Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell had got both generations talking.  Thank you to each and every one of you who send us content for Booktalk magazine.  Please keep sending it! Your news and reviews help others discover new reads or get involved.    
Holland Library Booktalk group and Wickford’s Listen Up 
Holland Booktalk sometimes has a special visitor – a guide dog who accompanies one of the regular members. This group includes sighted as well as visually impaired people and the library staff work hard to ensure that all members can read the book in the format that they require - ordinary print, large print or audio. One member comes with Library Direct volunteers who have so enjoyed the meetings they have since joined as well.
Another inclusive group is Listen Up, who specialise in audio books but welcome sighted and visually impaired readers and readers of print books.
Colchester Library Saturday afternoon group
The Colchester group includes members who are busy at work all week and so value time to relax, discuss books and then go for a coffee afterwards.  The group meets when the library is open and their lively discussions create a real reading buzz.  

Creating a reading buzz at work

That’s just what happens with Harlow and Rochford Councils’ workplace groups and the New Holland tractor plant group. Staff relax in their lunch break with a good old Booktalk and go back to work refreshed and raring to go!  
Edinburgh Gate Book Club is also a workplace reading group within Pearson Education in Harlow. It has a prominent spot on the company intranet with details of books, meetings and suggested titles. This puts reading for pleasure on the agenda for everyone, to help boost creativity and motivation among other benefits.
These are just some of the many ways that reading groups are spreading the reading buzz. Please do enter the Booktalk group of the Year competition and tell us about your group.

Discover Your Next Romantic Read

Do you need more romance in your life?

Ann Bell, of Wickford’s Books R Us, sent us a poem which sums up the pleasure of a good romantic read. Here is an excerpt:

Mills and Boon they’re a lovely read

Said my neighbour, happily. Yes indeed

With those handsome men, their suntanned torso

Making me quiver, oh so much so

…
Cream on face, curlers in head

With hot water bottle, now off to bed

With half glasses perched on my nose

I settle down to read my prose 
But romance is not summed up by Mills and Boon and, if you have not dipped into it recently, you may have a pleasant surprise. Several prizes are awarded each year and one, the strangely named FosterGrant Reading Glasses Romantic Novel of the Year Award, shortlisted Erica James, Audrey Howard, Kate Kerrigan, Veronica Henry, Ashleigh Bingham, homegrown Essex writer Jojo Moyes and even male writer Nicholas Sparks. 
Jojo Moyes: Ship of Brides reviewed by Nicole (AT) (Pic)
‘Four war brides travel from their native Australia to their British husbands on an aircraft carrier. I found it a real page-turner: it all felt so real that I soon cared about them and wanted it to be ok in the end! But it is not just a rattling good tale: I was impressed with the historical background which does not stop at accurate dates and facts, it goes right down to social and moral attitudes.
The book should provide plenty of opportunities for discussions between grandmothers and grandchildren too!’ 

Past winners include:

Philippa Gregory: The Other Boleyn Girl (AT) reviewed by Jenny Teyney (Pic)
‘Very readable and fascinating account of life at the Tudor court. Well researched rise and fall of Anne Boleyn through the story of her less famous sister Mary. Makes compulsive reading for fans of historical fiction.’
Clare Chambers: Learning to Swim (AT) reviewed by Glenda McCoyd (Pic)
‘Funny, romantic, and very touching. Intriguing from the beginning, this book will keep you guessing. Abigail and Rad shared a past together but will they share a future?’
Rosamund Pilcher: Coming Home (LP, AT, ACD) reviewed by Dorothy Stokes (Pic)
‘A truly superb read, all 1,000 pages of it. Judith, the main character is 14 in 1935 sent to boarding school when her mother and young sister return to Columbo and then to Singapore. We are taken on the bitter/sweet journey of growing up, the awfulness of her homelessness, the finding of true friendship and the heartache of love. We hang on with her in the hope of reunion with her parents and sister after the war.’
For full details, check the prize’s website

http://www.rna-uk.org/fostergrant/index.html
Booktalk Fairs

 

We know how much you enjoy getting together and swapping reading tips. Don’t miss Booktalk Fairs in libraries this autumn.

What’s the idea?  Whether you would like to promote your Booktalk group or simply share recommendations of great group reads with other reading groups, you will be welcome at our Booktalk Fairs! 
And, if you don’t belong to a reading group, come on your own or with friends! You will have  the chance to swap your recommended reads, chat to other readers, enjoy the Booktalk buzz and find a group to join. Library staff will be on hand to facilitate “bib dating” : nothing dirty, just matching books and readers! They will also show you some quality readers’ websites. There will be a book challenge to tackle,   new reading ideas and the chance to enter the Booktalk Group of the Year Award. 

Put the dates in your diary now
Colchester Library – 21st Oct – 10.00-1.00pm

Loughton Library – 28th October – 11.00-1.00pm

Billericay Library – 11th November 11.00-1.00pm

Braintree Library 18 November 11:00-1:00pm
If you want a stall for your group at one of the fairs, please contact the library you want to go to.
Is your reading group stuck for something  to read next? 
Then our Great Group Reads Themed Lists could be just what you need.
They will be available from all Essex Libraries from July 2006. Themes will include Families, Sense of Place and Future Societies.
To collect your list, ask at your local library.
Also don’t forget the Greats Group Reads selection on Ask Chris

http://askchris.essexcc.gov.uk
Richard & Judy Summer Reads

There is something for all the family at your library this summer.  
Don’t be left out as your kids take part in the Reading Mission and get engrossed in the world of the spy!  Essex Libraries have signed up to Richard & Judy Summer Reads to make your summer one to remember.  Collections of great holiday reads for adults, including Richard & Judy titles past and present, and Quick Reads, which are fantastic if you don’t have much time, can be found near the children’s area in a library near you! 
Here are some summer reads to whet your appetite:

The Colour by Rose Tremain (LP, AT, ACD) reviewed by M.Lane (Pic) 
‘A novel about the nineteenth century gold rush in New Zealand, seen through the eyes of Joseph and Harriet Blackstone who leave Norfolk for a better life overseas. Wonderful character description. You will find yourself living with these people. Evoking many emotions. An unusual background. Everything I want from a book. The Colour gave me many hues and tints. Well worth reading!’
Number Ten by Sue Townsend (LP, AT) reviewed by Clacton Bookchain (Pic)
’This is a satire of high level politics and its concern for social issues. Occasionally outrageous, but its humour is balanced with pathos and some sharp observations of the 'let them eat cake' attitude of those in power. I thoroughly enjoyed it.’
The Tenko Club by Elizabeth Noble (LP, AT, ACD) reviewed by J.Payne (Pic)
’A book about real women loyalty and friendships that lasted throughout the years.  I thoroughly enjoyed it. The characters came to life and I liked the comparison to the women in Tenko. Having read this, and The Reading Group by the same author, I shall certainly look forward to reading more of her books and would recommend them to others.’
Driving Over Lemons: an Optimist in Andalucia by Chris Stewart (LP, AT, ACD) reviewed by Kath, Brightlingsea Reading Group (Pic)
‘Almost as good as a holiday! A pleasing and interesting read as one follows the family's ups and downs as they re-locate to a run-down farm in Spain. It is good to see the impact they have on the valley and their various neighbours. Warm and invigorating.’
Spanish Steps: Travels with my Donkey by Tim Moore reviewed by Richard (Pic)
‘Tim Moore has done it again. Inspired by Robert Louis Stevenson and pilgrims of yesteryear, he embarked upon a journey across the Pyrenees with a donkey called Shinto. Sadly the book does not explain how Shinto got his name, but it is riotously, laugh-out-loud funny. A great holiday read or when you want your mood lightened.’
Writers’ News
ESSEX YOUNG POET OF THE YEAR COMPETITION
 

Has anyone you know aged under sixteen written a good poem since August 1st 2005?
 

Poetry in Practice organises an annual event to celebrate the wealth of poetic talent in Essex.  The event includes a very popular poetry competition for young people. 
 

The competition is open to anyone under the age of 16 living in, or attending school in, Essex.   Prizes will be awarded in four age categories.  With the full support of Essex County Council, the title ‘Essex Young Poet of the Year’ will be awarded to the overall winner.   Age will be taken into consideration when making this award.  
 

Winners will be notified by post, and the results published in the local press.  Prizes (book tokens for first, second and third places in each category, and a perpetual trophy for the overall winner) will be presented in October at a venue in Chelmsford.  Presentation details will be sent to all prizewinners and their schools in September.  
 

In addition, (subject to funding) approximately 30 of the  best entries will be published in a children’s poetry anthology, copies of which will be on sale at the presentation.  Copies of last year’s anthology are available at a cost of £2.50 + 50p post and packing.
 

Entry to the competition is simple. Just write or word process the poem with its title, and attach it securely, with a second copy, to the application form available from Marie Dullaghan on 01245 323 604.   Post your entry before July 31st, 2006., keeping a copy for yourself.
Write a Fairy Tale - win a flight to Egypt!

To celebrate the re-opening of the Egyptian galleries in the Fitzwilliam Museum, and to generate new writing in the region, the Write a Fairy Tale project is inviting writers of all ages to write a new fairytale or complete a 3000 year old Egyptian tale found unfinished on a fragment of papyrus.

Each tale should incorporate at least two ancient Egyptian objects held in East Anglian, including Essex, museums. Details about the objects and about writing fairy-tales, plus competition details and application forms, are available in information packs available on www.writeafairytale.org.uk, or else by emailing info@writeafairytale.org.uk.

Prizes include flights to Egypt, behind the scenes tours of the Fitzwilliam Museum and the British Museum, books donated by Heffers Bookshop and British Museum Press, and a free place at a Cambridgewordfest 2007 workshop.

Closing date: 15 September 2006.

Letters to the Editor

To share your thoughts and queries with us or to receive a regular copy of Booktalk and go on the mailing list please contact:

Angela Jarvis at Chelmsford Central Library, PO Box 882, County Hall, Chelmsford, CM1 1LH, call 01245 492758 or e-mail angela.jarvis@essexcc.gov.uk. 

Please send any contributions for the next issue of Booktalk to the address above by  Monday 11th September.

If you would like this newsletter in Braille, large print, on disk or tape, please ask for details.
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